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Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 
Week 


November 10-18, 2012 
“Bringing America Home” 


 


 


 


On any given night in America, anywhere 
from 700,000 to 2 million people are 


homeless. 


You can help . . .  








How Vulnerable Are You to  
Becoming Homeless? 


 
 
 
Over the course of a year, up to three million people will experience 
homelessness at some point (according to the National Law Center on 
Homelessness and Poverty).  There is no one reason why individuals and 
families become homeless.  The following survey illustrates some of the factors 
that can lead to homelessness.  When several of these exist, and there is not 
strong family support, people are at risk of becoming homeless. 
 
Consider the following questions and answer yes or no to each of them. 
 


1. Could you ever become involved in a flood, fire, tornado, or other natural 
disaster? 


 
2. Do you work in an area of the economy/job market where your job might 


become obsolete? 
 
3. Could you ever suffer a long-term illness or accident without proper health 


benefits or other compensations? 
 
4. Could a down turn in the economy or a change in your local economy 


cause you or your family members to lose a job? 
 
5. Do you live in a household with only one full time wage earner? 
 
6. Are you behind in monthly bills, have high credit card debt, or have your 


ever received a late payment notice? 
 
7. Are housing costs in your area increasing faster than wages are 


increasing? 
 
8. Does anyone in your family struggle with alcohol, drug, or other 


addictions? 
 
9. Has there ever been any form of domestic violence or abuse in your 


family? 
 
Answering yes to one or more of these questions does not mean that you will 
become homeless.  Again there is not a one specific reason and individual or 
families become homeless.  Any of the above situations could be the trigger to 
start the spiral of homelessness.    


 








 
1. Answer:  B.  3-4 million 
Over the past year, over 3 million men, women, and children were homeless. In 1995 the 
demand for shelter increased by 11%. This demand is still increasing. More recently, in 2001, 
the demand for shelter rose 13%, according to a survey released in December 2001 by the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors on hunger and homelessness.  
 
Information from http://www.nlchp.org/FA_HAPIA/ 
 
2. Answer:  B.  250,000 
There are more homeless people in the United States than resources available to help them.  
There are more than 750,000 homeless people on any given night and only 250,000 spaces 
available in shelters. People have no place else to be -- except in public. Results from the 
December 2001 U.S. Conference of Mayors survey estimated that 52% of shelter requests by 
homeless families are estimated to have been unmet during 2001.  
 
Information from http://www.nlchp.org/FA_HAPIA/causes.cfm 


 
3.  Answer:  C.  31.1 million 
According to a September 25, 2001 statement by the Commerce Department's Census Bureau, 
31.1 million people lived at or below the poverty line in 2000. Based on the fact that about one in 
ten of the extremely poor become homeless, these individuals who are at or below the poverty 
line are at serious risk of homelessness.  
 
Information from http://www.nlchp.org/FA_HAPIA/causes.cfm 
 
4. Answer:  A.  65% - 70% 
As in other studies, men dominate among homeless clients, comprising 68% of this group 
compared to 48% of all U.S. clients in 1996 (figure 2.1).5 However, these statistics mask 
considerable differences in the sex of homeless clients in homeless families and single 
homeless clients. Among homeless clients in families, 84% are women and 16% are men 
(figure 2.2). Among single homeless clients, the sex ratio is reversed; only 23% are women and 
77% are men (table 2.1).  
 
Information from 
http://www.huduser.org/publications/homeless/homelessness/ch_2b.html#fig2.1 
 
5.  Answer:  C.  11 million 
America’s children are almost twice as likely to live in poverty as Americans in any other age 
group (16% for children compared to 9-10% for working and retired adults). 16% of children 
(over 11 million children) live in poverty (17% of children under age six—4 million children), in 
families with incomes below the federal poverty line ($13,861 for a family of three in 2000). 
About the same number of children lived in poverty in 1980. 
 
Information from http://cpmcnet.columbia.edu/dept/nccp/ycpf.html 
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6. Answer:  B. Children 
Homeless children are, by most accounts, among the fastest growing segments of the homeless 
population. Families with children constitute approximately 40% of people who become 
homeless (Shinn and Weitzman, 1996). A survey of 30 U.S. cities found that in 1998, children 
accounted for 25% of the urban homeless population and unaccompanied minors accounted for 
3% of the urban homeless population (U.S. Conference of Mayors, 1998). These proportions 
are likely to be higher in rural areas.  Research indicates that families, single mothers, and 
children make up the largest group of people who are homeless in rural areas (Vissing, 1996). 
 
Information from http://nch.ari.net/edchild.html 


 
7. Answer:  A.  Is 
According to the McKinney-Vento Act of 2001, a person is considered homeless who lacks a 
fixed, regular, and adequate night-time residence.  This includes:  (1) children and youth who 
are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar 
reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of 
alternative adequate accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are 
abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement; (2) children and youth who have 
a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used 
as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings; (3) children and youth who are living in 
cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or 
similar settings; and (4) migratory children who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this 
subtitle because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) through (iii). 
 
Information from:  http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/title1/homeless/overview.shtm 
 
8.  Answer:  B.  False 
The relationship between homelessness and alcohol and drug addiction is quite controversial. 
While addictive disorders appear disproportionately among the homeless population, such 
disorders cannot, by themselves, explain the increase in homelessness in the 1980s. Most drug 
and alcohol addicts never become homeless. However, people who are poor and addicted are 
clearly at increased risk. In the 1970s and 1980s, competition for increasingly scarce low-
income housing grew so intense that those people with disabilities, such as addictive and 
mental disorders, were more likely to lose out and find themselves on the streets.  
 
Information from  http://www.nationalhomeless.org/addict.html 
 
9.  Answer:  A. True 
In 1997, approximately 43.4 million Americans had no health care insurance (U. S. Bureau of 
the Census, 1998).  More than a third of the people living in poverty had no health insurance of 
any kind.  The insurance coverage held by many others would not carry them through a 
catastrophic illness.   
 
Information from http://www.nationalhomeless.org/health.html 
 


10. Answer:  B. 3%-20% 
Studies indicate that the prevalence of HIV among homeless people is between 3-20%, with 
some subgroups' having much higher burdens of disease. 
 
Information from  http://www.nationalhomeless.org/hivaids.html 
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Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 
Week 


November 10-18, 2012
“Bringing America Home” 


 


 


If you can’t feed a hundred people, then just feed 
one. Mother Theresa 


 


Do something to help . . .  








Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week 
Proclamation 


 
A RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING NOVEMBER 10-18, 2012 AS NATIONAL HUNGER AND 


HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS WEEK IN _______________ COUNTY        


By:_____________ County Board 


Date Proclamation Issued:_________________________ 


WHEREAS, the purpose of the proclamation is to educate the public about many reasons people 
are hunger and homeless including the shortage of decent and affordable housing in 
_________________ County for very low income residents; and to encourage support for 
homeless assistance service providers as well as community service opportunities for students 
and school service organizations; and  


WHEREAS, there are many organizations committed to sheltering, providing supportive services 
as well as meal and food supplies to the homeless including: 


 


 


WHEREAS, the theme of National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week 2012 is “Bringing 
American Home,” and 


WHEREAS, the ____________ County Board recognize that hunger and homelessness continues 
to be a serious problem for many individuals and families in ______________ County; and 


WHEREAS, the intent of National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week is consistent with 
the activities of _____________. 


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the hereby proclaims November 10-18, 2012 as National 
Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ____________ County Board encourages all citizens to 
recognize that many people do not have housing and need support from citizens and 
private/public nonprofit service entities.  





		County: 

		Date: 

		Local Organization: 








Dear _____________ County Board, 


November 10-18, 2012 is National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week. The Southwest Regional 
Housing Coalition and ______________ are working together to increase awareness about hunger and 
homelessness in our community.  


Hunger and homelessness is a hidden but very real issue for residents of ______________. The 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction completes a yearly survey on the number of homeless 
student enrollment by public school district. In the 2010-2011 school year, ______ students were 
homeless in ____________ County.  


The Southwest Regional Housing Coalition and ______________ is requesting your assistance in helping 
increase knowledge and awareness about hunger and homelessness issues in our community by 
adopting the attached proclamation declaring November 10-18 as National Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week.  


If you have any questions, please feel free to contact ________________ at __________________. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


____________________ 


 





		County: 

		Number: 

		Organization: 

		Phone Number: 

		Contact Name: 








How You Can Help The Homeless 
 
 
 
 
 


Learn about the homeless: 
 


 Understand who the homeless are 
 Educate yourself about the 


homeless 
 Respect the homeless as 


individuals 
 


What to do when approached 
by the homeless: 
 


 Respond with kindness 
 Carry fast food 


certificates 
 Know where the homeless 


shelters are 


Volunteer to help the homeless: 
 


 Volunteer at a shelter 
 Volunteer at a soup kitchen 
 Volunteer your talents 
 Volunteer at a women’s shelter 
 Volunteer job training 


 


What children can do: 
 


 Teach their friends 
 Collect toys and games 


for donation 
 Donate admission fees 


from an event 
 Play with children in a 


shelter 
 Invite homeless children 


to birthday parties 
 


Get others involved: 
 


 Teach about 
homelessness 


 Educate your children 
about the homeless 


 Volunteer your company 
or school to help 


 Recruit local businesses 
to help 


 Ask your clergy to help 
 Employ the homeless 








Housing Statistics 2012
Statewide
Children who are worried about 
food 21.1%
Children who cut back or skip 
meals 10.4%
Poor who are hungry 10.5%
All people living in poverty 8.7%


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 13364
Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 17.8%
Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 32.3%
Children with no Health 
Insurance 6.0%


Monroe County Crawford County
All people living in poverty 12.0% All people living in poverty 10.2%


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 180


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 25


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 15.8%


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 16.0%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 25.1%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 22.8%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 6.2%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 5.6%


Vernon County La Crosse County
All people living in poverty 14.2% All people living in poverty 10.7%


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 40


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 207


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 16.8%


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 16.8%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 27.7%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 33.6%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 6.4%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 4.7%


Wood County Juneau County
All people living in poverty 6.5% All people living in poverty 10.1%


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 241


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 130







Housing Statistics 2012
Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 10.8%


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 17.1%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 28.1%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 28.5%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 4.9%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 4.9%


Adams County Richland County 
All people living in poverty 10.4% All people living in poverty 10.1%


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 4


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 20


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 20.6%


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 18.4%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 31.3%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 29.4%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 8.6%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 6.7%


Sauk County Iowa County
All people living in poverty 7.2% All people living in poverty 7.3%


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 305


Number of students reported 
homeless in09/10 school year 2


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 19.2%


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 19.8%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 27.3%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 24.0%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 6.2%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 8.2%


Grant County Lafayette County 
All people living in poverty 11.2% All people living in poverty 9.1%


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 99


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 12


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 14.7%


Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 17.4%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 29.0%


Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 21.3%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 7.9%


Children with no Health 
Insurance 12.1%


Green County
All people living in poverty 5.1%







Housing Statistics 2012


Number of students reported 
homeless in 09/10 school year 32
Homeowners with Housing Cost 
Burden 18.8%
Renters with Housing Cost 
Burden 24.1%
Children with no Health 
Insurance 6.2%
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1.  In 2001, over _______ men, women, and children were  
homeless in the United States.  
  A.  1 million 
  B.  3-4 million 


C.  2 million 
 
 
2. There are more than 750,000 people homeless on any given night in  
the United States and only _________ spaces are available in shelters.  
  A.  200,000 


B.  250,000 
C.  300,000 


 
 
3.  According to the most recent Census Bureau data, about __________ 
people live at or below the poverty line and are at serious risk of 
homelessness. 
  A.  25.5 million 
  B.  27.2 million 
  C.  31.1 million 
 
  
4.  Approximately _______ % of the entire United States  
adult homeless population are male.   
  A.  65% - 70%  
  B.  50% - 60% 


C.  80% - 90% 
 
 


5.  About __________ children live in poverty  - 
families that make at or below the federal poverty line 
($13,861 for a family of three in 2000). 


A. 5 million 
B. 7 million 
C. 11 million 







 
6.  The fastest growing group to become homeless is ___________. 


A. adult males 
B. children  
C. adult females 


 
 
7.  Let’s say your home was lost due to a natural disaster 
(tornado, hurricane, etc.).  Your family went to stay with a 
relative until you could find another home of your own.  
This __________ considered being homeless. 


A. is 
B. is not 


 
 
8. Most homeless people are addicted to drugs and/or alcohol?   


A. True  
B. False. 


 
 


 
9. A serious illness or disability can start a 
downward spiral into homelessness.  This spiral 
may begin with a lost job; this leads to depletion of 
savings to pay for care, and eventual eviction from 
their home.  


A. True 
B. False 


 
 
10.  ____________ of homeless people are infected  
with HIV or AIDS. 


A. 20%-35 % 
B. 3%-20% 
C. 30%-40% 


 
 








PRESS RELEASE 


National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week 
November 10-18, 2012 
 
Attention:  Local Media    Contact:      
 
National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week (November 10-18, 2012) is a national 
endeavor to promote education, action, and awareness about hunger and homelessness. The 
Southwest Regional Housing Coalition, a consortium of 13 counties in Southwest Wisconsin 
committed to promoting and addressing housing needs in our communities, is speaking out 
against hunger and homelessness in our communities. We are asking communities and 
individuals to educate themselves and reach out in their communities by playing a role to help 
end hunger and homelessness. Some ideas include: 


• Donate food to your local food pantry. 


• Donate money to a local non-profit providing housing assistance in your community. 


• Learn more about hunger and homelessness in your community. Did you know that 21% 
of children in Wisconsin worry about where their next meal will come from? 


• Engage your family in a learning event. For example, the Wisconsin Food Share program 
provides food assistance at approximately $3 per person, per day. Try planning meals 
for your family for one day staying within this budget.  


• Quit smoking on National Smoke Out Day, November 15th. Donate the money you save 
to a local shelter or food pantry. 


For more information, please contact ______________________ at ______________________. 





		Contact: 

		Name: 

		Phone: 








S O U P E R  B O W L  O F  C A R I N G :  P R I N T E D  M A T E R I A L S  
" H U N G E R  Q U I Z "  


 P A G E  1  O F  4  


1.  True or False? 
The United States has the highest wage inequality of any other 
industrialized nation?  


2.  What percent of US children l ive in hungry or food insecure 
households?  
a) 5%  b) 11% c) 17%  d) 25% 


3.  True or False? 
Many cl ients of America’s Second Harvest (the nation’s food bank 
network) must make diff icult choices between paying for food and 
other basic necessit ies?  


4.  How many people in the United States l ive in households 
considered to be food insecure?  
a) 7 mil l ion b) 16 mil l ion c) 24 mil l ion d) 35 mil l ion  


5.  What percentage of America’s Second Harvest (the nation’s food 
bank network) cl ients is elderly?  
a) 8% b) 10% c) 14% d) 17% 


6.  What percentage of adults requesting emergency food assistance 
is employed?  
a) 6% b) 13% c) 24% d) 37% 


7.  What percentage of US cit ies is not able to provide adequate 
quantity of food to those in need?  
a) 16% b) 29% c)45% d) 59% 


8.  How much money did it cost to purchase a 30-second commercial 
during the 2007 Super Bowl?  
a) 1.5 mill ion b) 2.2 mill ion c) 2.6 mill ion d) 3 mill ion 


9.  How many people across the world are hungry? 
a) 321 mil l ion b) 587 mil l ion c) 735 mil l ion  d) 854 mil l ion 


10.  How much more food does the world produce than the entire 
world population could consume?  
a) 7% b) 12% c) 15% d) 20% 







S O U P E R  B O W L  O F  C A R I N G :  P R I N T E D  M A T E R I A L S  
" H U N G E R  Q U I Z "  


 P A G E  2  O F  4  


Answer Key 


1.  True 
People can work full-time at minimum wage and sti l l  not make 
enough money to maintain a basic standard of l iving-buying food, 
paying their rent and medical bil ls, buying clothes for their 
children and affording a car so they can travel back and forth to 
work. 
Bread for the World (www.bread.org) 


2.  C-17%  
The US has the highest child poverty rate of any other 
industrialized nation.  
The Food Research and Action Center: Household Food Security in the 
United States 2005 


3.  True 
42% must choose between food and uti l it ies, 35% between food 
and rent or mortgage, and 32% between food and medicine or 
medical care.  
America’s Second Harvest: Hunger in America 2006 


4.  D-35 mill ion 
The number of people in the United States that l ive in food 
insecure households would fi l l  over 500 NFL stadiums.  
The Food Research and Action Center: Household Food Security 


5.  B-10% 
The problem of hunger affects people of all  ages, from young 
children to the elderly.  
America’s Second Harvest: Hunger in America 2006 


6.  D-37% 
This answer reinforces question number 1. Despite the fact that 
many people in need are working, they are not able to provide the 
basics for their famil ies.  
The United States Conference of Mayors: 2006 Hunger and 
Homelessness Survey 


 







S O U P E R  B O W L  O F  C A R I N G :  P R I N T E D  M A T E R I A L S  
" H U N G E R  Q U I Z "  


 P A G E  3  O F  4  


7.  C-45% 
Despite the fact that we l ive in one of the wealthiest nations in 
the world, many of our cit ies are not able to help their citizens 
meet their basic needs. This is where the local food banks and 
ministries have to step in.  
The United States Conference of Mayors: 2006 Hunger and 
Homelessness Survey 


8.  C -2.6 mil l ion 
This is a day when mil l ions of dollars are spent to enjoy the Super 
Bowl experience. It is also a day that we can choose to turn our 
thoughts and dollars towards those without a bowl of soup to eat.  
CNNMoney.com 


9.  D-854 mil l ion 
That is about 3 times the entire United States population.  
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations: State of Food 
Insecurity in the World 2006 


10.  D-20% 
There is enough food produced to feed the world. The problem is 
inequality in both wealth and food distribution.  
Mazon 







S O U P E R  B O W L  O F  C A R I N G :  P R I N T E D  M A T E R I A L S  
" H U N G E R  Q U I Z "  


 P A G E  4  O F  4  


Helpful Definitions: 


FOOD SECURITY-access to enough food to maintain a healthy l i festyle. 


FOOD INSECURITY-the l imited or uncertain availabil ity of safe, 
nutrit ious food. 


HUNGER-the uneasy or painful sensation caused by the involuntary 
lack of food, which may over time result in malnutrit ion. 


Questions for Discussion: 


•  What are you surprised by in the hunger quiz and what did you 
already know? 


•  How do you think the situation has gotten to the point where so 
many people are hungry? 


•  Do you think it is fair that so many people go hungry-sometimes 
even people who are working for a l iving? 


•  What do you think it feels l ike for famil ies who receive help- 
parents, children, elderly? 


•  Who is responsible to respond to this need? At a national and 
international level? Should some people carry more responsibi l ity 
than others? 


•  How does the Souper Bowl of Caring help address the problem of 
hunger? 


•  What are other things that need to be done in order to address 
the problem of hunger? 
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On any given night in America, anywhere 
from 700,000 to 2 million people are 


homeless. 


You can help . . .  












 


 
 
 
 


Join the 
 


Southwest Regional & 
______________ County Housing 


Coalitions 
 


in Recognizing 
 
 
 


Hunger & Homelessness 
Awareness Week 


 
November 10-18, 2012





		County Housing: 
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A hungry man is not a free man. 
Adlai E. Stevenson 


 


You can help . . .  








National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week 
November 10-18, 2012 
 
As the Thanksgiving holiday approaches, many people take time to consider what they 
are thankful for, and decide to make a contribution of their time and/or funding to those 
less fortunate.  Every year, in the spirit of Thanksgiving and education, the National 
Coalition for the Homeless and the National Student Campaign Against Hunger and 
Homelessness co-sponsor National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.  During 
the week of November 10th through 18th, the ____________ County Housing Coalition, 
in conjunction with twelve additional member counties of the Southwest Regional 
Housing Coalition, will endeavor to promote education and bring a greater awareness to 
the issues of hunger and homelessness in our local areas. 
 
According to the most recent annual report to Congress made by the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD,) there are approximately 664,414 people in the 
United States who are homeless each night.  Participating in Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week during November 10th -18th not only raises awareness, but strengthens 
the endeavor to end hunger and homelessness in your community.  The struggles faced 
by those that lack a home are often lonely and certainly difficult.  Bringing attention to 
the plight of the homeless by participating in this week of awareness may foster greater 
understanding and solidarity. 
 
____________ County Housing Coalition’s members would like to inspire others in our 
local community to help their friends, families, and neighbors realize the difficulties that 
the hungry and homeless face daily.  Hunger and homelessness will continue to be a 
serious problem for many individuals and families in __________ County as long as it 
goes unrecognized.  In order to eliminate the myth that homelessness is someone else’s 
problem, we must work together and embrace the reality that ending homelessness is 
possible and recognize that many people do not have housing and need support from 
citizens, as well as private, public, and non-profit service providers.   
 
The theme of the National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week campaign is 
“Bringing America Home.”  On Tuesday, November 13th, ___________ County Housing 
Coalition will be encouraging local citizens and community groups to “Resolve to Fight 
Poverty” as part of this Awareness Week.  The Coalition’s emphasis during this week is 
to educate the public about the many reasons people are hungry and homeless including 
the shortage of affordable housing for the very low income residents in ____________ 
County.   Coalition members would also encourage the community to support local 
homeless assistance service providers, food pantries, and community service 
opportunities for students and school service organizations. 
 
For more information about your local Coalition, please call ____________ at 
__________________.  Thank you for your time and attention. 
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		Phone: 








Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 
Week 


November 10-18, 2012
“Bringing America Home” 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


You can help . . .  


40% of the 
homeless are 


families. 


60% of 
homeless 


children are 
under the age 


of 6. 








30 Ways You Can Fight Hunger 
1. Educate yourself. Read relevant news articles, works of fiction, check out the 


hunger and poverty websites available in this curriculum. 
2. Save the money you would spend on snacks for a week or a month. Give that 


money to a hunger relief organization. 
3. Organize a hunger fast. Have the participants donate their food money to a 


hunger relief organization. 
4. Clean out your closet of any clothes you have not worn in two years. Donate 


those clothes to a local organization. 
5. Educate others- using these materials and others. 
6. Write a letter to your senator or representative expressing your concern about 


hunger. 
7. Volunteer. 
8. Donate to a food bank, food pantry, community kitchen or a shelter. 
9. Organize a food drive. 
10. Walk in a hunger walk. 
11. Vote for candidates who are concerned about alleviating hunger. 
12. Recycle. 
13. Commit to missing one meal each month. Give the cost of a meal or the food 


you would eat to a local organization. 
14. Eat less meat. Other sources of protein (vegetables, beans and rice, etc.) cost 


less, have less cholesterol and fat, and require less arable land to produce. 
15. Eat fewer processed foods. The additives in these products are not beneficial and 


raise the cost of the food. 
16. Reduce your consumption of coffee, sugar and alcohol. These products do not 


benefit you and require land that could be used to grow food. 
17. Start a community garden. 
18. Avoid waste by better planning and shopping, and by serving smaller portions. 
19. Sew and mend your clothes rather than throwing them away. 
20. Organize a clothes swap at your place of worship or club. 
21. Walk or ride a bike. 
22. Use mass transit. Carpool. 
23. Notice advertising. Be aware of its effect on your purchasing habits. 
24. Encourage your school cafeteria to serve better meals and donate leftovers. 
25. Give to a food drive. 
26. Teach someone to read. 
27. Have a yard sale and donate the proceeds to a hunger relief group. 
28. Look around your home. Categorize the items by things you need and things you 


want to have. Do the same each time you make a purchase. 
29. Keep a diary of food eaten for a week to raise consciousness about your diet. 
30. Make charitable donations. 








Did you know . . .  
• Every 43 seconds a child is born 


into poverty in the US. 
• Every 53 minutes a child dies 


from causes related to poverty in 
the US. 


• Today, one in ten families in 
America lives in poverty. 


• Since 2000, the number of poor 
Americans has grown by more 
than 6 million to a total of 37 
million. 


• The U.S. Census Bureau defines poor families as those with cash 
incomes of less than $15,067 a year for a family of three - or $19,307 
for a family of four. 


• The official poverty rate in 2004 (the most current year for which 
figures are available) was 12.7%, up from 12.5% in 2003. 


• On average, more than one out of every three Americans - 37% of all 
people in the United States - are officially classified as living in poverty 
at least 2 months out of the year. 


• Being homeless makes it extremely difficult to attend school regularly. 
• 41% of homeless children attend two or more schools a year. 
• Homeless children have higher rates of learning disabilities and 


emotional and behavioral problems. 
• The average homeless family is a 27 year-old single mother with two 


children under the age of six. 
• In 2002, 34.9 million people lived in households experiencing food 


insecurity - that is, not enough food for basic nourishment - compared 
to 33.6 million in 2001 and 31 million in 1999. 


• Twelve million of the adult residents in the United States have been 
homeless at least once in their lives. 


• Children in America have higher poverty rates than adults, and people 
65 and over have higher chronic poverty rates and lower exit rates.  
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Contribute to your local food pantry 


ask what you can do to help the homeless 


 


 


Sponsored by Southwest regional and 


__________________  County Housing Coalition 
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“BRINGING AMERICA HOME” 


NATIONAL HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS WEEK 
November 10th-18th, 2012 


 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 


for Newspapers and Radio 
 
 
My friend earns over $8 per hour at her job working 40 hours per week and can’t even afford the rent 
for a one-bedroom apartment. 
 
Many people in our area struggle with earning enough to maintain adequate shelter for their family.   
The week of November 10-18 is National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.  This 
message is brought to you by the Southwest Regional and ____________  County Housing Coalitions. 
 
 
 
 
Cindy, I have a very difficult thing to ask you.  I feel embarrassed, but I need your help. 
 
Sure, what can I do to help? 
 
My two kids and I are being evicted from our apartment because I can’t make my rent.  I work a full-
time job, but only earn $8.50 per hour.  My kids’ father is laid off and can’t make his child support 
payments until he gets another job.  We have no place to go.  I know it’s a lot to ask, but can you help 
me? 
 
Sure, somehow we will make room for you. 
 
 
Unfortunately, too many people find themselves in this same situation.  November 10-18 is Hunger 
and Homelessness Awareness Week.  This message is brought to you by the Southwest Regional and 
___________  County Housing Coalitions. 
 
 
 
Sarah, did you know that Jenny gets her breakfast and lunch for free? 
 
No, I didn’t know that!  She dresses funny too! 
 
Yeh, I heard some kids making fun of her in the gym the other day. 
 
Well, I think we shouldn’t make fun of her because she said her family doesn’t have any money for 
food at home.  The only real meals she eats is at school. 
 
 
Hunger is an issue for many children and their families in our area.  This message is brought to you by 
the Southwest Regional and _____________ County Housing Coalitions in recognition of Hunger and 
Homelessness Awareness Week during the week of November 10-18. 
 
 
 







 
 
 
Did you know that over _____ % of school age children in our area are receiving free or reduced 
breakfast and lunch at their school? 
 
Hunger is an issue for many children and their families in our area.  This message is brought to you by 
the Southwest Regional and _____________ County Housing Coalitions to help you put a face to 
hunger and promote November 10-18 as Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.  Remember 
your local food pantries during this week and the upcoming holiday seasons. 
 
 
 
 
Did you know that a single parent family with one child earning $8.41 per hour at a full-time job is not 
able to afford a one-bedroom apartment? 
 
Many people in your community are not able to afford a secure place to sleep and live.  This message 
is brought to you by the Southwest Regional and _____________ County Housing Coalitions to help 
you put a face to homelessness and promote November 10-18 as Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week.  Consider making a donation this holiday season to your local non-profit agency or 
organization that serves the homeless. 
 
 
 
 
Do you know the face of homelessness in our region/county? 
 


 A family camping spring through fall in a local campground. 
 A veteran curled up next to a dumpster behind a local business. 
 Three families (12 people) living in a two-bedroom rental. 


 
Many people in your community cannot afford a secure place to sleep and live.  This message is 
brought to you by the Southwest Regional and _____________ County Housing Coalitions to help you 
put a face to homelessness and promote November 10-18 as Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 
Week.  Consider making a donation this holiday season to your local non-profit agency or organization 
that serves the homeless. 
 
 
Do you know the face of hunger in your region/county? 
 
 Over ____ % of school age children are receiving free and reduced breakfast and lunch. 
 There are children in your community who eat all their meals only at school. 
 Food pantries in your community served an average of _____ people/families this past month. 


 
Hunger is an issue for many children and their families in our area.  This message is brought to you by 
the Southwest Regional and _____________ County Housing Coalitions to help you put a face to 
hunger and promote November 10-18 as Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.  Remember 
your local food pantries during this week and the upcoming holiday season. 
 
 







 
 
 
Homelessness is when a person lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.  On any given 
night, at least ______ families are considered homeless in ____________ County.  In 2010, there were 
_______ homeless children who didn’t have a permanent place to stay. 
 
This message is brought to you by the Southwest Regional and _____________ County Housing 
Coalitions to help you put a face to homelessness and promote November 10-18 as Hunger and 
Homelessness Awareness Week.  Consider making a donation this holiday season to your local non-
profit agency or organization that serves the homeless. 
 
 
 
 
 
________ children under the age of 18 or ____ % of the children living in ____________ County are 
living in poverty.  Families struggling to make ends meet often do not have enough funds to adequately 
feed their families and depend on local food pantries. 
 
Hunger is an issue for many children and their families in our area.  This message is brought to you by 
the Southwest Regional and _____________ County Housing Coalitions to help you put a face to 
hunger and promote November 10-18 as Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.  Remember 
your local food pantries during this week and the upcoming holiday season. 
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Help Prevent Homelessness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


The Myths and Facts of 
Homelessness 







Myth:  Most poor families are 
minorities. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Fact:  Two-thirds of poor families 
are white. 







Myth:  Not many people are 
homeless in the United States. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
Fact:  3 to 4 million people are 
homeless in the United States. 







Myth:  Only adults can be 
homeless. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Fact:  26 of every 100 children 
under the age of 18 are homeless. 







Myth:  Homeless people don’t work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Fact:  In North Dakota, 77% of 
low-income young children’s parents 


are employed full- or part-time. 







Myth:  There are plenty of 
shelters and services for homeless 
people.  People on the streets don’t 


want help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Fact:  In most cities, there are far 
more people in need of shelter than 
available shelter beds.  People want 


and need help. 







Myth:  Homeless children don’t go 
to school. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Fact:  About 88% of homeless 
children are enrolled in school.   







Myth:  All homeless people are 
heavy drug and alcohol users. 


 
 
 


 
 
 
 


Fact:  Some homeless are 
substance abusers; research 


suggests one in four use drugs and 
alcohol.  







Myth:  Homeless people are 
dangerous. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Fact:  In general, the homeless are 
among the least threatening and 


most vulnerable group in our 
society. If anything, they are the 


victims of crimes, not the 
perpetrators. 







Myth:  The homeless are only in 
large urban areas. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Fact:  The homeless are found not 
only in large cities, but also in small 


towns, rural areas, and wealthy 
suburbs. 







Myth:  The homeless are 
uneducated and unemployable. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Fact:  Many homeless people have 
completed high school; some have 


attended college and even graduate 
school. 







Myth:  People who are homeless 
want to be that way. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Fact:  Less than six percent of the 
homeless are that way by choice. 





